The Hess Family: Reutlingen to Pfullingen to America
We know our Hess line as far back as 1550, including the cities where they lived and their
occupations, but little else until they emigrated to the United States.
Included in this document is a family tree, a 1643 engraving of Reutlingen (we will be able
to see some of the buildings prominent in this image), a graph of the historical population
of Reutlingen, a one-page article on early locksmiths in Germany (the profession of most of
our German ancestors), and a report that I did (for another purpose) on the emigration of
Jacob Hess to America.
Hopefully, we will learn more about our ancestors during our visit.

Hess Family Tree (Abbreviated)
Georg Hess
b. 1550
d. 1621

Gironimus Hess
b. 1603, Reutlingen
d. 1669, Reutlingen

Martin Hess
b. 1640, Reutlingen
d. 1723, Reutlingen

Johann Jacob Hess
b. 1667, Reutlingen
d. 1722, Reutlingen

Johannes Hess
b. 1708, Reutlingen
d. 1778, Reutlingen

Eberhard Friederich Hess
b. 1749, Reutlingen
d. 1819

City clerk

Locksmith

Locksmith

Locksmith

Johann Conrad Hess
b. 1787, Reutlingen
d. 1832, Pfullingen

Johann Georg Hess
b. 1814, Pfullingen
d. 1888, Pfullingen

Jacob Phillip Hess
b. 1847, Pfullingen
d. 1921, Fort Wayne, Indiana, USA

George Franklin Hess
b. 1872, Fort Wayne, Indiana, USA
d. 1941, Martinsville, Indiana, USA

Elmer Eugene Hess
b. 1897, Fort Wayne, Indiana, USA
d. 1986, Jacksonville, Florida, USA

Locksmith

Locksmith

Locksmith, Railroad Machinist

Railroad Machinist, Railroad
Executive

Small Businessman

Marie Luise Hess
b. 1849, Pfullingen

William Jacob Hess
b. 1873, Fort Wayne, Indiana, USA
d. 1945, Fort Wayne, Indiana, USA
Philip Eberhart Hess
b. 1876, Fort Wayne, Indiana, USA
d. 1953, Decatur, Illinois, USA

Georg Wilhelm Hess
b. 1857, Pfullingen

Bertha E. Hess
b. 1879, Fort Wayne, Indiana, USA
d. 1916, Fort Wayne, Indiana, USA
Edmund Werner Hess
b. 1883, Fort Wayne, Indiana, USA
d. Unknown

Richard Morton Hess
b. 1925, Fort Wayne, Indiana, USA
d. 2013, Warren, Ohio, USA

Kenneth Lafferty Hess
b. 1953, Warren, Ohio, USA
d.

Process Engineer

Software Engineer, Entrepreneur

Jeffrey Richard Hess
b. 1955, Warren, Ohio, USA
d.
Construction Management

Linda Elaine Hess
b. 1962, Warren, Ohio, USA
d. 2013, Murrieta, California, USA
Factory Logistics

Amber Victoria Irish Hess (Mehta)
b. 1987, Stanford, California, USA
Software Engineer

Ambrose Richard Amrit Mehta
b. 2016, Stanford, California, USA

Kyle Jeffrey Hess
b. 1983, Houston, Texas, USA
Construction Management
Christopher David Hess
b. 1987, Houston, Texas, USA
Construction Management

Miles Jeffrey Hess
b. 2009, Houston, Texas, USA

Logan Richard Nelson
b. 2001, Murrieta, California, USA
Lucy Elizabeth Nelson
b. 2003, Murrieta, California, USA

Tara Kathryn Hess
b. 2011, Houston, Texas, USA
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HISTORICAL KEYS AND LOCKS IN
THE GERMANISCHES
NATIONALMUSEUM

THE HENLEIN POCKET WATCH
DISPUTE

The Germanisches Nationalmuseum began collecting iron
and locksmith work as early as 1852, at the founding of the
museum. In the first catalogue Bautheile und Baumaterialien
(Building Components and Building Materials) of 1868,
August von Essenwein (18311892) remarked in his preface
that the collection was still limited. He considered the
collection of locksmith work especially important: “Few
products are so well suited to express at first sight so clearly
and palpably the spirit of the Middle Ages as the products of
the craft, indeed art, of the locksmith“. His appeal to assign
disposable building components to the museum was not in
vain. The museum holds objects from all over Germany but
the largest number comes from Nuremberg and the
surrounding region.

ARTS IN EXILE

The inventory records, as far as possible, the provenance of
the pieces. Basically, one can assume that keys and locks
were manufactured at the place where they were used. This
is especially true of Nuremberg for the former imperial city
had at its disposal outstanding locksmiths: Platschlosser
(makers of large locks for doors and cupboards) and
Glötschlosser (makers of padlocks). An exception are mobile
padlocks.
In addition to the objects in the Germanisches
Nationalmuseum should be counted the considerable
holdings of the Gewerbemuseum (Arts and Crafts Museum),
the former Bayerisches Gewerbemuseum in Nuremberg. Link:
Collection Gewerbemuseum.
Craftsmen generally were classified according to the
materials used for their crafts. However, this does not apply to
smiths and locksmiths who both work with metals, whereby
smith is the original professional designation. In contrast,
locksmiths produced mechanically finer and artistically more
demanding objects of smaller size than smiths.
The highest level of specialisation can be observed with those
craftsmen who worked with iron, leading to the greatest
possible perfection in Nuremberg. The intense division of
labour furthermore made it possible to reduce working
processes to the shortest possible period of time, which in
turn reduced manufacturing costs. The market was amply
provided with Nuremberg products. Because of the division of
labour in the various areas, the number of workshops
processing wrought iron increased. In the 16th century, more
than half the craft workshops handled metals, making them
almost five times more powerful than the textile trade.
Although Nuremberg did not possess any ironore deposits, the city developed into a centre for ironwork. Here the
differentiation of craftsmanship was carried out to the smallest detailleading to extensive specialisation and the best possible
use of resources and labour. However, because of the strict limitation of workers, production remained in the hands of
workshops with few employees; it had not yet reached the level of manufacture. The ironore deposits in the neighbouring
Upper Palatinate provided the necessary condition for the flourishing of the metal working trade in Nuremberg.
The museum possesses romanesque and gothic keys, two keys to the Nuremberg city gate, Venetian keys and key hangers.
Of special interest are a key from the monastery at Maulbronn, a chamberlain key and a smoking pipe key. Also in the
collection are door locks of the old Nuremberg city hall; a padlock of wrought iron; spherical padlocks in different sizes, down
to the size of a pea; complicated puzzle locks for chests; and a door lock from Bayreuth made in 1837 as a masterpiece.

Publication:
Manfred Welker, Historische Schlüssel und Schlösser im Germanischen Nationalmuseum. Bestandskatalog. Nürnberg 2014.
Online ordering

http://www.gnm.de/en/research/archival-research-projects/historical-keys-and-locks-in-the-germanisches-nationalmuseum/
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The Hess Family: From Pfullingen to the United States
by Kenneth Lafferty Hess, email: kenneth@KLHess.com
This branch of the Hess family contains a string of locksmiths, machinists, and engineers spanning almost
350 years and two continents, playing a role in a wide range of important industries.
Jacob Philipp Hess was born June 24, 1847, in Pfullingen, Württemberg, Germany, the son of Johann
Georg Hess and Anna Maria Epplin. Johann and Anna had 16 children between 1838 and 1862. In a
heartbreaking history, ten died in their first year and only three grew to adulthood. Jacob was the eighth
born and oldest surviving child.
Johann was the proprietor of a machine shop and came from a long line of locksmiths. Jacob continued
the family tradition and served an apprenticeship as a machinist under his father. For reasons unknown
to his American descendants, in 1864 at the age of 17 he decided to emigrate to the United States. His
obituary said that he came to America with friends.
During the decade of 1861-1870, Jacob was one of over 750,000 German immigrants to America, about
2% of the entire German population. Jacob arrived during the bloody American Civil War. He settled in
Fort Wayne, Indiana, which was about 400 kilometers from the closest battle and where 30% of the
population was German.1 Fort Wayne grew 70% during this decade to a population of 17,718 in 1870,
driven by an economy based on manufacturing and railroad-related jobs.2
After working for a few years in several job shops, Jacob became a machinist with the Pittsburg, Ft.
Wayne, & Chicago Railroad (a division of the Pennsylvania Railroad), where he remained for more than
47 years. The "Pittsburg Shops" as the facility was called, built and performed maintenance on
locomotives and railroad cars. At its peak, over 1,000 people were employed at this facility.3
Jacob was married on Nov. 27, 1870, to Verolina Werner, of Delphos, Ohio, USA, a town about 80
kilometers from Fort Wayne. Shortly thereafter he purchased the house at 450 E. Creighton Avenue, Fort
Wayne, Indiana, where he lived the rest of his life.
We don't have any letters written by Jacob, but we can see snippets of his life in the local newspaper, The
Fort Wayne News and Sentinel, which is now online and searchable:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

23 August 1890, Jacob & Verolina attended a Wabash [railroad] excursion to Detroit, Michigan.
2 October 1890, Jacob is elected head of the 6th ward by the German republican club
2 October 1890, the shop was closed for the funeral of the oldest machinist and Jacob was a pallbearer
24 October 1890, Jacob held the lucky number in a lottery at the shop, winning a $100 gold watch
30 October 1890, Jacob is home sick
13 May 1899, Jacob is confined to his home, walking with a cane, after wrenching his hip while climbing down from a
locomotive
9 September 1899, Jacob and Verolina are visited by their son George for a few days
5 October 1901, Jacob and Verolina went to visit her relatives in Delphos, Ohio, for a few days

Jacob and Verolina had five children, two of whom became very prominent. George Franklin Hess, Jacob's
oldest son, started as a messenger boy in 1886 at the Pittsburg shops where his father worked. Following
the family tradition, he apprenticed and became a machinist. Working his way up through a variety of
1

https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=German_Americans&oldid=717195057
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Fort_Wayne,_Indiana&oldid=716744271
3
http://egen.fortwayne.com/ns/projects/history/scapes37.php
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management positions, his career culminated when he became Superintendent of Motive Power at the
Wabash Railway Company. In this position George was responsible for supervision of hundreds of
employees, all shops and locomotive terminals, and the purchase, maintenance, and disposition of a fleet
of approximately 700 locomotives and their rolling stock, equal to 1% of all locomotives in the entire
United States. Over the course of his 54 years in the railroad industry, he helped grow the industry from
small steam locomotives to large ones, and began the transition to diesel electric propulsion before his
retirement. George was also active in his community, serving on the Decatur, Illinois, Park board for 16
years, two years as president. His obituary said, "George Hess' life is in the American success story
pattern."
Jacob's second born, William J. Hess, also started as a messenger boy at the Pittsburg shops, but took
night classes in bookkeeping and accounting. He began work at the postal service, becoming assistant
postmaster. After almost two decades at the post office, William became production manager of the Van
Arnam Manufacturing company of Fort Wayne, a manufacturer of plumbing supplies. He was also a
director of the Home Loan and Savings Association and President of the Fort Wayne Finance Corporation
Agency. As Fort Wayne and the regions industries grew, there was an increasing need for technicians and
engineers. To meet this need, in 1930 William was a co-founder of Indiana Technical College, serving as
its first vice president and treasurer. Later changing its name to Indiana Institute of Technology, the
university still exists today with an enrollment of almost 10,000 students. William's son Paul later
became a director of the college. William was also active in many civic organizations.
If Jacob emigrated from Germany seeking opportunity for himself and his family, he certainly succeeded!
Fast forward to Jacob's latest descendants, my immediate family. My father (Jacob's great-grandson)
Richard M. Hess, graduated from Indiana Tech as a mechanical engineer in 1948, after serving as a
paratrooper in the Pacific Theater of World War II. He served in the process engineering department of
General Motors – Packard Electric Division (now Delphi) in Warren, Ohio, USA, for 38 years. In 2001 he
was named to the Packard Electric Excellence Hall of Fame (an honor given to fewer than 100 employees
out of the hundreds of thousands employed by the company over the years). On his plaque they stated,
“He made things work.”
Richard's children and grand-children have continued the family history of technical professions. I
received a BS in Engineering from Stanford University. After working at Intel and Hewlett-Packard, I
founded Banner Blue Software, the developers of Family Tree Maker software (now owned by Ancestry,
Inc.), one of the most successful home software products of all time. Currently, I am founder and
president of Science Buddies (www.sciencebuddies.org), a non-profit organization focusing on hands-on
science education. My daughter Amber received her BS in Chemical Engineering from MIT and currently
works as a software developer for Silicon Valley startup BeyondCore.
My brother, Jeffrey R. Hess, has degrees in architecture and engineering from The Ohio State University.
His sons Kyle and Christopher both have BS degrees in construction management from Texas A&M
University. Jeff, Kyle, and Christopher all work at David E. Harvey Builders, managing construction of
large commercial buildings such as the new ExxonMobile Houston, Texas, Research Campus designed for
10,000 employees. Our late sister Linda E. Hess (Nelson) worked for McDonnell Douglas in Long Beach,
California, as a senior manager on the C-17 cargo aircraft before she and her husband purchased a small
manufacturing firm.

